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their coals."   Nor am I even yet for lessening the number of
those exceptions.1

Non tanti mitra est, non tanti judicis ostrum

But I should rejoice to see a staylace from England be
thought scandalous, and become a topic for censure at visits
and tea-tables

If the unthinking shopkeepers in this town had not been
utterly destitute of common sense, they would have made
some proposal to the Parliament, with a petition to the pur-
pose I have mentioned; promising to improve the " cloths
and stuffs of the nation into all possible degrees of fineness
and colours, and engaging not to play the knave according
to their custom, by exacting and imposing upon the nobility
and gentry either as to the prices or the goodness." For I
remember in London upon a general mourning, the rascally
mercers and woollen-drapers, would in four-and-twenty hours
raise their cloths and silks to above a double price; and if
the mourning continued long, then come whining with
petitions to the court, that they were ready to starve, and
their fineries lay upon their hands.

I could wish our shopkeepers would immediately think on
this proposal, addressing it to all persons of quality and
others, but first be sure to get somebody who can write
sense, to put it into form.

I think it needless to exhort the clergy to follow this good

1 This last sentence is as the original edition has it. In Faulkner's
first collected edition and in the fifth volume of the "Miscellanies"
(London, 1735), the following occurs in its place: (e I must confess,
that as to the former, I should not be sorry if they would stay at home;
and for the latter, I hope, in a little time we shall have no occasion for
them "

Swift knew what he was advising when he suggested that the people
of Ireland should not import their goods from England. He was well
aware that English manufactures were not really necessary. Sir William
Petty had, a half century before, pointed out that a third of the manu-
factures then imported into Ireland could be produced by its own fac-
tories, another third could as easily and as cheaply be obtained from
countries other than England, and *6 consequently, that it was scarce
necessary at all for Ireland to receive any goods of England, and not
convenient to receive above one-fourth part, from thence, of the whole
which it needeth to import" ("Poht. Anatomy of Ireland," 1672).
[T. S.]